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Morning scene of Base Camp with background of great Manaslu. ——Photo by Sakuta Takebushi.
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Northern face of Manaslu seen from Larkya Bhanjyang —Photo by Takayoshi Yi
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underwears, silk
pair of boots, pibram
anti-sunburn paste

pair of boot-cover

pair of over-shoes
repair tools

pair of mitiens, woolen
Enitted cap, woolen
sponge sole

nails for boots
underwear, cotion
Enitted cap, ** medebo "’
socks-cover, sheep skin
pair of mittens

belt

eiderdown shoes

w o BE A ARM

Part 2 : Camping Equipments

Meade tent for 2 men
Meade tent for 3 men
tent for 4 men

tent for 8 men
kitchen tent

roof tent for 20 men
roof tent for 10 men
zeltsack for 2 men
hair lock matress

air mattress, large

air mattress, smail

36
32
60 .
15
35
11
21
28
30
P
102
28
21
21
21
21

170 g y F
. List Of Equipments *
4000 ‘
. F—f m M A %
Part 1: High Altitude Equipments
o
n?temﬁ i H oMt
o ‘ quantity weightiper
o JJ:JZ:FE %j\; :,J:—:) eiderdown vest 21 33::
" Wit eiderdown suifs 27 1 500i
i s () wind proof coat and trouser 30 ,
. %; j{;lzi pair of mittens, sheep skin 25 jzzj
. A pair of mitltens, woolen 25 750
B 5] pair of gloves, woolen 25
W E AR pair of gloves, leather, thick 25 iy
Ehfm < DT pair of socks, woolen o
. EHWFEL 2T pair of socks, woolen lfo o
! _* Rib v X T pair of stockings jo iy
‘ i < =) ‘EF pair of stockings 42 ZZj
. fﬁ$ Py iﬁm.r of tent shoes, fur 15 600 »
ol | g pair of socks, woolen, thick 42 80 »
: X trousers 30
: 7 7 (ET) underwear & pants, woolen 33 5y
FAY = j: sweater, high-neck, woolen 30 :Zfo) j
. sweater, woolen 21 320 »
mautffler, silk 21
i pitttee, woolen ' 25 o
:‘iiz sun glasses, for low altitude 25 Iij
N ‘ sun glasses, for high aititude 50 210
87 4 = TS pair of mitiens, nylon 30 ;
S shirt, flannet 42 izz .
v
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Part 4: Clibming Equipments

climbing rope, nylon 9.5 mm
climbing rope, nylon 8 mm
climbing rope, nylon 5.5 mm
climbing rope, nylon 8 mm
rope ladder, 10 m

Piton (Karabiner)

ice piton

rock piton

ice axe, small

climbing hammer

ice heil

rucksack, large

rucksack, small

crampon

crampon band, skin

ice axe, large

skt

nylon seals

stick

map case

compass

marker blag

national flag
© pocket warmer

Japanese ocket warmer
signal fire

crampon case

200 m
1z20r
2000
600 ¥
w0
200
140
50

23

2
26
15
32
45

38

21

10

11
600

21

LS

40
25

1,800 g/30m
1,200 g/30 ¥
600 g/30 1
1,200 /300
3,800 ¢
1401

80rn

80w

7000

4500

6200
7700

THRAD g
MEA D Es
*fF B OK

A a2 g 7

e ARy —

TR~ v HMEER

TN T—=)l e R—F—
I

a7 (254)

) &7 - 2 -~ 7 ER
RSN
754 %= ()

sleeping bag, eiderdown
sleeping bag, silk wadding
special tent for high altitude
scoop

snow rackel

sleeping bag cover

beliow

bellow, rubber bag
peg

tent pole, spare

repairing tools for air matiress

= kAR

Part 3: Kitchen Equipments

pressure pot

pan with lid
meta-cooker

meta

primus stove, svea
alcohol burner
candle

candie stand
kerosene

benzol

metanohl
repairing tool for primus stove

pliers, small

) Dliers, small

violon string

petroleum stove

10
21
10
10

18 bags

21
20

5

30

20
340 cases
10

10
700

25
70 gallon
20 »
20 ¥

HT

i
1,350¢
1,200 0
6,800 1
700y
800 v
900 r
5300
350 0

750 g/lbag

160 g
500 v

2,500 ¢
400 »
5000

220 g/1case

1.550 g
140 »
100 ¥

65 ¥

3,800 v

3,500 %

3,400 v

2000
180 »

4,000 1
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spoon, fapanese
scrubbing brush
roasting net
roasting net (for fish)
can opener
bottle opener

meat knife

vegitable knife

sheath for knife
grater

saw

fan, japanese style, large
fan, Japanese style, small
padlock

extinguisher

primus packing, spare
gas light mantle, spare
scissors, barber’s
comb, barber's

meat chopper

canteen

funnel

pnife, fork & spoon
card case, large
hand drill

vice, smail

pair of pincers

radio pincers

monky spanner
soldering iron

solder (soft)
soldering paste

copper wire

12
10

100

21

37
1z

N YT N L

20g
100 »
1000
1400
150
250
150 7
190w
1801
1300
1,200
15r
200
80y

1,300

1200

607
2,200
3200

FALER (28R
FLEZ (54A)

RUARINT 4 ¥

Hidt (R 4 mm)

{if L

¥y - R
— b (D)
- FOM

F x ¥ A REENE

X Y oIREE ()
_ RS NED)
INEEE

L XAy GRE o)
|k T

i o —AET(OT
R (N FIALR)

G
i
Ef

L BAF Y (F=aki)
i it 2% (30 ke)
it it % (25 k)

therimos boltle, small
thermos bottie, large

crampon, four nails

BHRE ¥ 7 v HE
Part 5: Equipments For The March

cotton tape
lag

sheet, lavge
sheet, medium
sheet. small
canvas, boots
canvas, medium
canvas, small

fiber checks (for porter)

knee-breeckes

pair of knicker’'s stocking
electric torch
electric torch
dry cell
electric bulb
pair of cotton lrousers
balance, 30 kg
balance, 25 kg
frying-pan
bow!
plate
tray

spoon, large

3,120 m
1,700

20
50
60
30
30
260
30
30
21
10
25
260
150
21

40
30
10
12

800 g
1,070
940v

20.000 g
2,000 v
1,500 1
1,300
1,000

700 »
&
360 ¥
2500
80»
370 ¥
220 %
150 »
3
5000
7300
700 »
1,450
130 »
350
3000

150
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lunch box 21
yain coat 28
pair of nylon socks 90
pair of nylon gloves 1
boots for caravarn 21
basket shoes 28
box f’f stationary
typewriter 1
three cups, set 10
foot powder 5
overall for tent keeper 4
sqw, for wood 2
gimlet 4
small bag 24
50

shoes for porter

mARE BRE R 5 OB E R

orological Instruments

Part 6: Communication & Mete

JSCR-536-F walkie-talkie

a7 v A portable radio set

i 7 v B R E—Y) dry all and supplements
R BT portable telephone sef
%ﬁrﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ  cable for telephone

F—F e A==

KT FEA FRISE R
Grrstm T F o 4 FEIZE BT
s 7 ko A PRI

#oa R Et
B AR
m  E A
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tape recorder

aneroid altimeter (for Radiosonde Calibration)
aneroid altimeter (for aviation)

portable aneroid altimeter

boiling point thermometer

barograph (weekly winding)

thermometer

e

W o S

280 g LI 2))

1,200 v ¥k 2 U
60y F7 4 —ilEbe

450 ® ¥ U

1,600 1 *ELPTD

960 1 i

£ w %

3,000 + Y

90y 7 # n
80 FA Lo b oeX—rim

71,0000 ¢ - W A

800 » B -0 A

308 Ol B F

3000 Ky e N

W7 7 ¥

CHVVv eV

| 5

&

nail, brass
screw for wood
screw driver (set)
file

file, small
whistle

signal horn
towel, Japanese
towel

toilet paper
foilet soap
powder soap
mosquito incense
water bag

tooth brush
gasoline lamp
shoe-repairing set
shoe-repairing stand
knife

pair of cotlon socks
globes for fea
Chinese style pan
cotton, bleached
B. H. C.

D. D. T.

Jfishing tackle
chair, canvas
matches

tooth powder
shoe-grease
cotton blankets
pan (32 cm)
kettle

12
5
300
120
18,000
100
20
20
9
24
3
2
1
40
100

10
10

10
1,500
24
25
50

130 ¢
260 ¥
550
20y
1507
300
300

100 »
690 ¥
180 »
98 ¥
250
2,450 n

1,850
300 »
80 »
300
820 »
600 ¥
90
290 v
300 »
3,500 »

1200
2000
800 »
1,200
400 ¥
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tinned tuna
tinned sardine
smoked oyster (tinned)
dried cod-fish
smoked salmon
spagetti

instant soup

cube soup

green tea

green tea powder
fruits salt

powdered milk

fruits drops

chewing gum

tinned fruits (orange, peach, apricot)
dried apple

Japanese bean sweets

1E3NAED)D dried vegetables (carrol, potato, spinach)

total

Re— e X v THAE (GAsE

Base Camp

%ﬁﬁ%(imﬁ,#*&w.ﬁﬁna%é)
?#v-z—F».z—7mAdb

A kA TBD
V«y+-v—t—9mﬁd®

KT =AY

g L x 2 W

1 | 7T

# g d b=k

Special Ration (6 men/week)

dried vegetables (onion, cabbage, spinach)
chicken noodle soup (tinned)

sticed ham (tinned)

wiener sausage (tinned)

butter (tinned)

powdered 50y

cocoa

chocolate

77

total

£ &
ﬁ o p:
' R wOR ;
List of Food Supply
TTERB L PR~ « x % v 7ORE asims
March & Base Camp Ration (15 men/week)
LA
ifem
- wg;%b
i sugar 19,250
table soli

5 W powdered soy o
B fii dried bonito B

w7 ketchud "ok
. L‘%'Ll condensed f.):'negar L::Z
: “miso” (bean-mash) 1,000

k. . mustard 360
- z “sansho "’ powder (Japanese pepper) 80
S powdered “* wasabi”’ (horse-radish) 280

L Japanese red pepper seasoning 80

g ; cuzrv powder 200

) white pepper 100

E ;: “ajinomoto” (seasoning) 400

: “fukujinzuke’ (a kind of pickle) 1,280

$ salted sea-urchin ) 1,350

i salted squid 1,950

; pickied piums 300
R = fon " (dried larer) 1,020
e i dried sea tangle 100

jv“ V—— ZhADH wiener sausage (tinned) d

3 ‘ﬁ\ A DB sliced ham (tinned) .::Z
: V¥ — 7 corned beef 560
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o — R R
i
I 'y
| > ~ a2 ApEL
| ] a3 NR— R « F v v 7T PR e v
5 v 7 CINE
= T x = 7 d Base Camp Additional Ration
| High Camp Special Ration (& meniweek)
| "
i b sugar 8,250
. ; 380 )
3= (EhR&E, ¥~V E3NAED) dried vegetable (onion, cabbage, spinach) & - & i s
BTERNT AL S T . 390 g
FiL » R—=THASD chicken noodle soup (tinned) by F x v 7 ketchup 3,840
Zy e R— *+ R— 480 ' ’
y n A DD sliced ham (tinned) i - T . "
~ A b 720
tinned) ' "
5 2 G V= VP ADD wneney sausage ¢ 800 w3 AL EID “ sansho’ powder (Japanese pepper) : 40
WKF = AAND ' buster " dinied) ) ) 100 7S 2] ES “ aginomoto "’ (seasoning) 200
€ a7 " (seasoning.
ok » ES R 50 £ el salted sea-urchin 1,620
& powdered soy )
3 L or D W - E3) salted squid 2,340
g finned fruits Capricot, peach, orange) 1,600 ' _ .
B A S ChAT Ht. BmA) 270 T4 vF o ==V DATD * wiener sausage (linned) - 3,780
ROR T = Nescaf? 30 I — Vel — 7 corned beef 560
;s der
5 = green tea pOwW 2 EBMADTD tinned tuna 560
b 92 & \ dried cod-fish 600
o N & powdered rice-cake 7,200
5 7 €INAD: D) .
= T % *» ¥ ® A~ 7 instant soup 280
Highcamp Ration (I man/day) P4 - buiter ‘ 300
s green tea 600
% green tea powder 80
- G = ich or cracker
AR 75 gH— bisquit, creaim sandwic
EARYT oy b 7V —& ¥y VIR : = 7 cocou 1,280
milk
s E o L T condensed - chocolate 2,400
d milk .
i & b2 h ROMere 7 O I black tea powder 600
d
w kK T &K e g A powdered milk 2,480
howder
v £ v *ﬁ} _ZE lemon how : By 7 . Nescalé 1'200
sugar N Beite
% ® -, cube suga ) DADD Bk A fruits tinned (peach, orange) 6,200
i r Quaker oa
s g SN F v EEE—Y i Leaises : A Japanese bean sweets 1,560
F - S i v vitamin tablets 1,160
- raisin
x E 9 : : total 49,050
. W77 5% R THWE drica apricot, dried plum, or sweetened beans
HEHAT 7AHZTI2
fruit drops

F e ow 7R
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94.

05-06. The climbing ex

917.

98.

99. Crude bamboo-rope suspe
100. The caravan battles the el
101. Huge bamboo-woven umbrellas,

102. A variety of Aristolochia are f

103. The Swiss geologist Dr. Hagen,
104. A splendid view of

and Jiro Kawakita separated fr

illuminated by the first rays of sunrise, glitters like a gigantic Tadiant
Note the clouds of powdery snow whipped

on hovers high above to the left. - The
at 5 a.m. from base camp.

Snow-and-ice mantled Manaslu,
he dark green thin air 8,000 meters up.

ly near the top. The mo

up by the wind blowing furious
telescopic lens on June b

picture was taken with 250 mm.

Flora of Manaslu
pring are distinctive for their refreshing lavender

The Polygonaium Hookeri that bloom in early s

hue and extremely small size.

Androsace strigillosa, resembling primroses, grow abundantly in sparsely wooded areas and
of rocks. Their petals’ upper surface is white, but the under side is dark red.
Berberis aristata are thorny bush and bear clusters of yellow blossoms. They half cover fields.
Luxuriant growths of lilac-colored Rhododendro campanulaium blossoms in the spring practically
envelop the base camp envirous at Sama.
White Anemone rupicola are found in sparsely forested areas
Primula stuartii, whose blossoms resemble yellow primroses,
and has an unpleasant pungent odor.
Primula denticulata, the Himalayan primrose,
have pink blossoms.

in shadows

and shadows of rocks.
grow in abundance near the base camp

is a typical primrose variety of the Himalayas. They

Crossing Larkya Pass

pedition having broken base camp on June § crosses 5,230-meter Larkya Bhanjyang

ndi gorge on the return trek.

(pass) to descend Marsya
thern side from Larkya shows the su

A ‘view of Manaslu’s nor
Near the site of the expedition’s Camp

avalanches.

mmit towering high beyond the pinnacle.

s 7 and 8 the stecp solpe is scarred by paths left by crashing

* # *

ch was reached after descending Larkya pass. Adjacent to North Col
field. Manaslu’s crest projects slightly to the left
left of the flat area, may be compre
and the western

Manaslu from Bimtakothi, whi
at the extreme left stretches the extensive flat snow

of the snowfield. The contours of the pinnacle and plateau,
hended by comparing observations from both the northern side, as seen from Larkya,

side.
nsion bridges span Marysandi gorge.

ements as the rainy monsoon season sets
called “ghum?” for protection again

in.
st the sun and rain are lined in-

side with white birch bark.
ound in the Pokhara vicinity.

Mita and Takagi discuss their experiences at the samp at Tar.

Annapurna range is presented at Pokhara where the expedition members waited

two weeks for a plane to take them home.

The 1953 Scientific Expedition

(Photos by S. Nakao)

¢ team of Sasuke Nakao

Katmandu the expedition’s scientifi
ade a long 140-day trek

Soon. after departure from
om the climbing expedition and m
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Baskets full of rhododendrons i i
and wh i
. white orchids are gathered in the Katmandu suburbs to be offered
A Brahman village of round-roofed dwelli i .
_ . - welling lie west of Pokhar: i i i its i
I,E:jltams cultivate the fields and lead a pure, but meagre, life i R s
e Himalayan foothills, such as near A ; : J :
s rughat B i i
e e ghat Bazar, are speckled with Indian sals (Shorea robusta)
A Nepalese child happily ridi i
2 y riding a swing was seen b i i i
At festival time four of them are said ti be set up ¥ obuesmisie Sheing fhe Ao SRR RS
Dressed in their best, these Gurun; s
; g lasses near Trisuli B i i i
men are the world famous Gurkha soldiers. e B et e e S
Both th iti
i eTI;II:ril;};airiai :tpaneseT ;Xi}]{edltlons camped at the clearing shown in the foreground of Tukucha
L nts are akaris, but 1i i
it e ive Tibetans. In the background stretches an arm of snow-
Th = . -
Lu;g;v:ste;nhrzo;t camp fof the journey was pitched on May 8 at the upper reaches of the Keha
s ay was fair in the wake of the driving snow th i
O . irhe pati g e previous day, but the stream froze
_ . y suffered from lack of firewood and sl isi
Tieje La Pass at the headwater i e, B FES AR el
s of the Keha Lungpa. Water flowi i
divide does not enter the Gandaki ) R e N oy e
i but Karnari River. Far beyond ri i
Dhaulagiri (8,172 meters) as seen from i el b It B
; near Dheolari. To its ri i <
meters below this barley field flows the Kari Gandaki il & TRESLE o
The scientific team ascends Nissango Bh l
an a - - X . -
s hemimes iggaE 20 pyang (pass) on leaving Muktinath. At this altitude the
The rugged plateau of Kari Gandaki i i
aki is covered with an abundant grow
8 il tean th of E
E;:]IOII 1611 the vicinity. Beyond is Nissango Bhanpyang (pass) “ i
ese 6,000-meter class chain of peaks east '
of the Jar { i
e sy el Jargeng Khola’s headwaters, usually wrapped in
Looking down the dreaded Buri G i
; i andaki towards Ngyak from Sringi Hi i
I;Eh up he is. Far down the valley lies Arughat Bazfr’./ i b
bor{z{ﬂca:r:} h(r]ght‘) at Thaple Bhanjyang (4,900 meters), reached on July 1, marks the Nepal-Tibe
L T e caravan of yaks carry rice for Tibet and bring back salt to Nepal d [
dsummer months, nomadic Tibetan herders are encamped for several days’ stretch at one pl
;n Hm;lve ;;1 to another. They milk cows and make cheese and ghee s
mall blue Meconapsis (M. horridula) grow abov ) i
e ) gr e the 4,500-meter level. Much patience was needed to
Yellow Meconapsis (M. nepalensis) i
; : grow to a height of two t i i i i
salad which the Sherpas found delicious. ¢ Rl SRS
SThlbetan mouxlltains as seen to the east from Mura Pajan Bhanjyang (pass)
th::]'n z;itTﬂzlctans making cheese. As the sun breaks through, they quickly set to work to dry
. Pictured are two women laying out noodle-like 1 i
st ol 4y ying ike long strips of cheese on filthy woolen garments.
A huge glacier flows down this vall i
ey, situated i 4 i
i e onion o Y. south of Ganesh Himal’s main peak, the headwaters
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53.
54,
55.

56.

57.
58.

59.

60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.

68.
69.
70.
71.
72.

75.
74.

R T

75.

portable radio blares forth.

dition gather for 2 shot on finishing a stretch of work.
explains about the rations to

Village folk of Sama peer curiously inside a tent from where the

The 1% members of the climbing expe
Before piles of food supplies, Jiro Yamada, in charge of provisions,
expedition members.

A steam bath set up at the edge of the camp is enjoyed by the pa
of pouring water on hot stones, it serves the purpose nicely.

“Yum, yum!” A supper of yak steak broiled over a flat stone griddle on a camp stove proves Very
popular. As much as 16 kilos (35 pounds) of meat disappeared in little time.

Yamada wasn’t slicking up to go (o any party in the high mountains in having a tonsorial job done

by Kiichire Kato.
The campfire scene is enlivened by a Sherpa putting on 2 native dance.

rty. A simple affair, consisting

® * #

Manaslu as seen from 2 4,000-meter height near the base camp.

The northeastern side of
line party and Hideo Yamazaki, in the foreground.

Shojiro Ishizaka is shown leading 2 communications
Camp 1 was set up at 4,600 meters on April 21.

A party sets out on skis to reconnoitre above the glacier near the 5,300-meter level. )
Battling the elements, Sherpas tote heavy loads of equipment and supplies up to advance camps.
Pankaibuchi as seen from Camp 9 above Manaslu Glacier.

Manaslu in the setting sum.
Following the expedition from Katman

party members.
Masataka Takagi (left) and Sakuta ‘Takebushi crawl out of their tents ‘at Camp 2 and inhale deeply

the refreshing morning ir.
Loudly chanting their native folksongs,

to relay another load of supplies up-mountain.
k, Camp 4, which may well be called the advance base camp, was set up on

Before the summit attac
the snowfields of Naike Col (5,600 meters). From here Manaslu’s north side towers abruptly before

one’s eyes.

Fast of Camp 4, Naike
Takebushi (center) explains to Sherpas the captions ©
Mainichi newspaper, delivered to Camp 4.

yvamazaki obtains blood from Muraki’s ear (right) for blood tests.

The Ganesh Himal mountains towering into the skies east of Camp 4 at 5,600 meters seem within an
arm’s reach. The pyramid-shaped peak in the center is Ganesh 1 and to its right, Ganesh I1I. In
the lower photograph, Sringi Himal is shown at the left. The pictures were taken with 250 mm.

telephoto lens.

du to Camp 4 was this dog, called Ron and petted by the

Sherpas drop down from Camp 4 in the early morning hours

Peak (6,200 meters) is a beautiful curved contour of white.
¢ Manaslu photos appearing in a copy of the

Members of Climbing Expedition:

(1) Yukio Mita

(2) Masataka Takagi

(8) Jiro Taguchi

(4) Taian Kato

(5) Hirokichi Tatsunuma
(6) Masayoshi Murayama
(7) Junjiro Muraki

(8) Kiichiro Kato

(9) Jiro Yamada

(10)& Hideo Yamazaki

(11) Shojiro Ishizaka
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76.

71.
78.
79.

80.

(12) Sakuta Takebushi
(13) Takayoshi Yoda
(14) Members of the climbing expedition assembled at Camp 4. &

* ® i

Avalanche! With a thunderous rumbl
: e, roar and crash, a might y i
debr_ls plunges 2,000 meters down Manaslu’s northern face. Aty MalBRci ol TR RS wnd
lé;gu;g bhzz-ards howling past Naike Col buried tents under heavy blankets of snow
: 1;1 ers using fixed rope scale the Black Rock between Camps 4 and 5 .
tiff gusts of westerly windblasts whip hi .
p high columns of powdery snow into the i

i air ab: i

North Peak. To the right, the naked face of the Black Rock is uncovered by the x:inodvc s

Expedition Collaborators:

The Sherpas.

(1) Gyalgen

(2) Pansy

(3) Sarki

(4) Ang Tsering IV
(5) Tlakpa

(6) Ang Norbu

(7) Nigma Sitar

(8) Ghundi

(9) Migma Steri ‘
(10) Ang Tember
(I11) Ang Dowa

(12) Nima Tensing I
(13) Kippa

(14) Nym Temba

(15) Ang Tsering V

Porters.

(16) Lakarbagha
(17) Haibang
(18) Sampat

* * $*

Sherpas, heavily burdened with su i i i :

‘heay pplies, toil laboriously along red fla mark i

g;i}nlln) 6 is pitched by a couloir in the icefall sector at 6,100 meters ¢ VR
imbers scaling the icefall are dwarfed to antsize by the i i

R o iy y the immensity of Manaslu. The photo was

The Summit Attack Fails

pr pare { 11 y p p
th 1t on Ma 29 Camp 8 w itched at ; 100 meter
I'o { o or the seco: d assault on e summ il as » ters on

;;l-:(:i S;:_:leni)t a;;a}:llit ;ea'linkof) (rlght to left) Jiro Yamada, Shojiro Ishizaka and Kiichiro Kato are wished
e M d'y k2 Take ushi and Masataka Takagi as the trio takes off for the assault on May 31
spending a night at Camp 9 (7,500 meters) above the plateau, Kato, Yamada and Ishizak i
on the final dash for the summit in the early morning of June I o

* * @
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its right, the pinnacle.
moraine of Manaslu's eastern ridge. On

and fled. Cloud they have been footprints

To the left is the main peak and to
e creature was seen on the
“It's a yetil”

meters) of its eastern ridge. 0
: . -
15. TFootprints of an unknown
reco;nizing them, a Tibetan Sherpa shouted, .
bominable Snowman? : .
16 gi;:iaiped Sringi Himal is reflected p;cturesquely on ;1-;31;0 ;::1 sNepal
: ’ i i between 11 A . s
ket place is the trading post . ‘ i
" EhﬂdL:.l'thOa dr:]eal;’izmpbank Sama is only a short distance away. To the sout!
andaki ,
huli. ) .
18 cThe expedition, having completed final preparations at Ki‘t;;a
' on March 26 and 27 with more than 300 Sherpas an}cll pm't‘-m;t
19. Intense mid-summer heat of over 40°C tormentec .t e vzntake Aigs hnpuienty
. coming to Tivers members of the party would strip an Ak
Herds of water buffalos roaming in marshes were a comm 3 .Onin e e 18 v
Z? Nzlraalese women toil laboriously, cultivating rice fields 1:1md ::;;sp;oads gand ks ok mass
. i d valleys 5 ns
s d necklaces, they cross mountain an d B il o
29 ?}r'ldlswlzar‘iréﬁgt:iih wooden planks, believed to weigh as ml:mh as 80 kilos (175 p )
2. Gir ; : .
jumber for building construction descend a mountax}? pabtIe .
93, A young girl squats naked on the dirt floor of a humble p
. baby crib seems to be expecting another b_aby. & b &
24, A Nepalese hamboo craftsman cleaves 2 piece of atI] e
2"' A girl dressed in her best plants a stalk at a rice planting
T

waters of Kal Tal (lake):
After crossing the Burl
dge of Himal-

scts out from the Nepalese capital

s on the trek through the lowlands. On

4t home. The woman who rocks the

o weave baskets.

The 1953 Climbing Expedition

(Photos by T. Yoda)

cent was launched.

] Sama and the as
stablished at 5a B e

17@ Apﬂ';l, 1953, the base Cmnp was €
]il]u?ei}er the S‘u?‘n?nlt atte?nf” ’,u,ﬂ,'(”i‘u H.ﬂtely mel T[llth latlule t”’]d a secon
2

*
* #

se carefree, innocent Nepalese shepherd boys who

i inate the faces of the
i ontentment illumina
B unding up COWs and goats.

i i 10
spend their days chasing of : ] o
‘o7 ]Iim'iro Muraki counts piles of silver coins to be pa;)d pd e
e ; ttes are handed them on presentation of mllm Iere gs.
- ve at Trisuli Bazar.

R : s
he tent camp is pitched in a mango g g
gg gnereaching ]Pi"uri Gandaki gorge the journcy leads over precari

for their services. These as well as

primitive trails.

The Tortuous Road of Buri Gandaki

- av. y de barefoo d E)()I ers chantin sutras hlo azar usly over (IudE oot-cra pmg ].Og
5 d h do sl f m
50 32. He il laden a foote t 3 g

gangways tressed on the fringes of Buri Gandaki’s rocky precipices.
are built remarkably scientifically.

Visits to Nepal Himalaya Villages

3 The two rties a tarted ou from Kat andu a d Y par Y n aft many days about
h Pa t1 that s 1t d t 0O mi ay a t enjoy a Teunio er
3.

a camp table at Ngyak on April 8.
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34.
35.

36.

37,
38.

The village of Pangsing lies on a mountainside. A part of Ganesh Himal is shown in the back-
ground. : :

On entering Lidanda village, snow-covered craggy peaks begin to hove into sight. Most of the in-
habitants beyond this area are Tibetans.

The encampment area of Ngyak is surrounded by a great forest of pines. The size of the pine cones

of the five-needled trees is remarkably large.
' e * *

The Himalayas appear to be the home of these Tibetans.

A nomadic Tibetan family that wanders back and forth across Himalayan mountain passes rests by
the roadside.

Some Tibetans neither trim their hair nor bathe, but adorn themselves.

A Tibetan Lama nun spins a goat yarn.

Manaslu in all its majesty first came into sight on reaching the village of Lho on April 17 after a
long arduous trek from Katmandu, This view of the white giant’s east face shows to the left the lofty
summit and to its right, the pinnacle projecting like a pricked ecar high into the thin air. This pic:
ture was taken using 250 mm. telephoto lens from top of a hill at Lho,

Reminiscent of Africa, Euphorbias are found in the Himalayan foothills.

A panoramic view of Manaslu from Lho. A Lama pagoda, called “chorten”, stands at the entrance
of the village. People walk on the left side.

A “chorten” at the entrance of Sama.

Bones of dead Lama priests are ground, mixed with mud and moulded into balls called “tsatsa”.
They are placed at Lama shrines..

A Buddhist altar was seen at the home of a Tibetan village head. At its entrance was a row of
“mani” bearing scriptures. Each of these drum-shaped “mani” are spun as one advances to the altar.
Many kinds of Buddhist images adorn the gorgeous altar.

The second floor of two-storied Tibetan homes made of piled slate is used as living quarters and
the ground floor, for shops. Inside one ofthese dwellings a couple grinds corn.

Faces of the Natives

The majority of races inhabiting Nepal are of mixed dongol and Aryan blood.

Mountain and plains dwelling people differ widely in racial characteristics, the Mongols dominating
the former. The Draidian racial blood of India is dominant in (1), (3) and (4); the Mongol, in (2),
(5), (6) and (12); and the Aryan, in (7), (8), (9), (10) and (11). Marks on the forehead and uaose in
(7), (8) and (9) distinguish their religious sects. The long distinguish their religious sects. The long
plaits of hair in (8) are “choti” of Indian priests. (18) shows Gurung dairymaids living in the Buri
Gandaki area.

The Expedition Base Camp

The expedition base camp is situated at 3,850 meters (12,631 feet) near the extreme tip of Manaslu
Glacier.

The Japanese flag flutters in the Himalayan breeze at base camp.

Monstrous Manaslu Glacier with its countless crevasses sprawls at the foot of Manaslu.
A Day at Base Camp

Distribution and examination of equipment and food supplies are begun without delay following
establishment of the camp.
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inevitable retreat and defeat.
According to their opinion,
obstacles from the technical point ©

the summit presented no formidable

£ view. Well acclimatized climbers who mig?u: be able to stay ov}(::;
. such could be established, might stand a reasona
this is all a conjecture based on all factors

the balance of the route leading up

i i ssibility that
night at say, a Camp 10, with the possi . ’
ch%mce of attacking the summit on the following day. Of course,

being just right at the same tim-e.

To mark the altitude attained, a Japanese flag
taken of it. At 2.40 p.m. the group reached Camp ¢
the descent from the plateau. Snow conditions had so dete:o
was taken to cover a l50-meter descent. Mem‘?e_rs at C.amp g
and showed little anxiety fearing that some injury might hz;vemn
the dangerous sector of the slope they were met by the support party

Camp 7 where they stayed overnigh.t.
Thus were we beaten in our bid ; um o
due to our having already exceeded the tlmiohdmlt s:;tnlcaly iczu:v zfs:hgg:i;eus gt
4 from 30 to ays, : : ek
o lzlr;ady ll);f:; a‘t]))e:l‘:ne? a?ﬁle:’ir physical capacity. Food and fuel were again running short, and the ¥
wou ave

heralded, e RERER MR " Ti?:oztrr:cuated, and the entire party reached the 1_n0re hon_u:ly atn"{fosgl'z::
By June 3 all the ca-.mps vwarmly welcomed by Pansy and others. After leading an exxstenie o ss ik

of the _base camp‘ where it u;asnow B e ilnie relief to be back in the green-carpeted valley. pYakgS

BESke il the'whue LR O‘ : rieti £ alpine flowers in full bloom wafted the sweetest fragrance.

was in, the air, and from wide vaneties Of @ ound our base camp, and bells

i i i ily on the pastures ar ,
from Sama and other meighboring villages roamed lazily P e s

i ; ht forth sweet
of different makes slung around these animals’ necks broug DG o 4 o
he mess tent with the stu-

i et t

On the evening of June 3, preparations were afoot for a grand il})a:ilqil;llto ;
of wines had already been uncorked when the interpreter Sagar ruls) e g R A0 A
dous news: The Katmandu radio announced that Everest has been s ke
gi?tish expedi.tion We, of course, rather doubted it at first, but a (few m;nu;z;t a[he R e

i . ’ itish Embassy at Katmandu, an s We
r the news source as the British . : ] R e
‘;’;“;}e confhdm'lIl‘]g sing. The news was (0 S a sentation without parallel. We voiced hear
illary an en. i

for the British a and jo it was ey who ga ed the v tor afte ten big efforts spIEad over
P y y' Y 11 h 1C Y 15 2
It nd j hat it th g

v igh
32 years. DBut there was a slight tinge of regret that t.here were no lllng ﬁe;t e it e mrifih
the face of the earth. A congratulatory message was dispatched. by the his

party at Katmandu. :

On June 8 our base camp was comple:cel
As we ascended the pass, the magnificent nor
latean was scarred with the pat
f the plateau down to the Camp 7 1

n the spot with pitons, and a picture

[¢]
e P}anted ave the tent for

9 where everything was picked up s
rated on this day that an hour and a half

lued their eyes on the descending ﬁgures
overtaken the party. After they negotiated
from Camp 8, and continued down to

i : i tunity for another attack
t. There remained no oppor
St Most of the members and Sherpas

ther immediate attempt
ther

turn journey to Pokhara via Larkya Pass
theastern face of Manaslu looked defiant as ever. The
hs of more than ten avalanches that had smas}?ed
evel. This slope was last scen from Bim-

y evacuated, and re

began.
slope leading up to the p
their way from the edge o

i / 0ssing. ) ;
takothi on the day following the,Larkya Pass cr g i O B S D

ite castle e’ o0
R e e i to be taken next year was carried on enthusiastically

ued our march to Pokhara while discussions for route
each night in camps.
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-Photo Captions
&

The 1952 Reconnaissance Expeditic;n

(Photos by S. Takebushi, J. Taguchi, S. Nakao and K. Hayashi)

The reconnaissance expedition of the Japanese Alpine Club to scout Manaslu, the
8,125-meter (26,658-foot) Himalayan giant, left Katmandu in the middle of September,
1952. In the course of a three-month journey during which Manaslu was skirted, a route
to scale the peak was found on ils eastern side.

* & %

1. Porters, teamed in groups of threes and fives, lock hands as they pick their way across shallow stretches
of streams.
2. The Tadi Khola is crossed three days after leaving Katmandu. The way boatmen sponge one for wine

money to carry him across streams on their flimsy dugouts during the monsoon season in Nepal is
as bad as palanquin-carriers in old Japan.

3. Such clump. of peepal and banyan trees whose roots entwine rocks are encountered here and there
on roads of Nepal, offering inviting oases for travelers.

4. Rustic lodging and tea houses on the banks of the Tadi Khola beckon travelers awaiting transporta-
tion across the river, reminding one of those on the Tokaido road of old Japan.

5. Sherpas who cooperated with out expedition: (left to right) Anno, Sarki, Dako, Gyalgen, Pansy and
Ang Tsering IV.

6. The party prepares to leave a camp at 5,850 meters in the morning to climb 6,200-meter Chulu. From
here Annapurna III in the background looms high.

7. Posing for a shot at the foot of Annapurna IV are expedition members (left to right) Kazuhiko Ha-
yashi, Masataka Takagi, Kinji Imanishi, Sasuke Nakao and Jiro Taguchi. Shown at the right is
Sakuta Takebushi, who joined the expedition later in Nepal.

8. The whole village of Braga turns out to thresh barley. The Tibetan dwellings straddling the steep
cliffside in the shadows of Annapurna range like eagles’ nests remind one of a scene depicted in the
motion picture “Lost Horizon”.

9. “Chorten” and “moendang” are found at entrances of Himalayan villages. Lama scriptures and
“Budhako murti” (images of Buddha) to lead devout villagers and travelers are carved on slate rocks
of “moendang”. This work represents the God of Joy.

10. Unlike its eastern face, the western side of Manaslu, as seen from near Namun Bhanjyang (pass),
4,300 meters, presents an impressive view of the 8,000-meter giant. To the right is P.XXIX.

11. A range of jagged icy peaks beyond Bimtakothi, as seen from Larkya Bhanjyang (pass). Three
glaciers originate from this region. Shown to the left is Cheo Himal and to the right, Himlung
Himal, both over 7,000-mete:s. )

12. A caravan of yaks cross Larkya Bhanjyang (pass) on the Nepal-Tibet border loaded with grain from
the Nepalese plains for Tibet. On the return trip it brings back salt, wool and dyestuff.

13. The northwest flank of Manaslu, spewing forth puffs of powdery snow, is impressively rugged, as seen

f from near Bimtakothi, in contrast to the more gentle slope of the east side.

The knife-edged jagged icy mantle of Manaslu’s southeastern wall, as seen from the saddle (5,300
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rice to bread enjoyed it.
Topping us all was young Ishizaka,

i” made by the Sherpas. Everyone had good appetites.
whom the Sherpas dubbed the “Khana (food) Sahib™.

us at Lho, the last camp before reaching Sama, warned Dr. Tatsunuma of
Sama. The thrill and excitement that went through ouf spines on having
hill at Lho is beyond description in words.

We also like the “chapatt

Takagi's report awaiting
a rumored typhus epidemic in
our first sight of Manaslu from 2a neighboring

The Summit Assaults

the base camp site, on April 13.
preparations to establish the higher camps were
and readied for onward

The expedition reached Sama (8,850 meters),

Although snow fell nearly every day, the necessary
begun without delay. Nearly eight tons of supplies and equipment were unpacked
transport under supervision of expedition members and the more experienced of the Sherpas.

The camps were gradually extended upward, and on April 20 Camp 4 was set up at Naike Col (5,600
meters) between North Col and Naike Peak. This col separates the Larkya and Manaslu Glaciers. While
endeavoring to make this camp as strong and comfortable in every way determined efforts were made at
the same time to proceed through the deep and dangerous icefall region leading up to North Col. Camp
5 (6,000 meters), Camp 6 (6,100 meters) and Camp 7 (6,600 meters) were established in stages, and finally
on May 15 Camp 8 (7,100 meters) was pi

Over 500 red flag markers were planted alon
and the tortuous paths through the serdcs from Camp
open the transportation route during the duration of

tched on North Col.
g the route at intervals averaging 50 yards on the glacier

9 to North Col. Those markers served to maintain
the climbing activities from base camp to Camp 8.

Our original plan was to attack the summit on or before May 19, but inclement weather conditions
forced us to postpone our schedule. The weather reports transmitted by the All India Radio from May 1,
as previously arranged, informed us of frequent appearances of monsoon conditions over the Bay of Bengal.
The situation was such that to avoid being caught in the monsoon it was imperative that our climbing
activities be completed at the latest before the end of May.

On the morning of May 19 the assault party of Kiichiro K
the high plateau leading to the summit. They encountered soft snow and were comp

through knee-deep snow all the way.
ly the 7,200 meter altitude where the slope steepened abruptly by 3 p.m.

They were able to attain on
in the absence of a suitable spot to pitch a tent, they dug a hole in hard snow in which they spent the
night huddled together. Kato slept soundly but Yamada woke up frequently during the night to clear the

snow which clogged the hole opening. We were heartened on learinng that they managed to camp out at

h altizutes without much difficulties. Admittedly both climbers were not inexperienced in this type of
d experienced over 70 nights in Snow Caves in the Japanese Alps on

ato and Yamada left Camp 8 to reconnoitre
elled to plough

suc
improvization in the snow. Kato ha

winter expeditions.
Unfortunately the weather deteriorated the following morning,

plunging down on both sides of the snow cave where they were bivouace

precarious for further ascent, they reluctantly returned to Camp 8.
By this time the physical conditions of all members of the party became a problem, the high altitude

affecting some of the Sherpas rather seriously. Sirder Gyalgen and young Mima Steri were ordered by Dr.
Tatsunuma to descend to base camp. Sarki, the strongest of them all who had climbed to Camp 5 on An-
napurna, was escorted by Taguchi down to Camp 4. No less a serious blow to our plans was the insuf-
ficiency of provisions and fuel at the higher camps for a decisive effort. The young Nepali student Dilli,
who enthusiastically had volunteered his services as interpreter, took ill at Camp 4 and was sent down to

base camp on a Sherpa’s back.

An order was thus issued to the upp
the reunion of all members an assortment o
Pansy, the cook, at base camp were relayed t
of faithful porters who transported them to

and fresh snow avalanches were seen
d. The situation becoming more

er camps for a general withdrawal to Camp 4 on Naike Col. At
£ fresh food—considered luxuries at these altitudes—cooked by
o Camp 4 daily. Even snowy days did not deter the WO teams
Camp 2 to keep open this flow of invigorating rations. With

the camp now well stocked wit isi
vith provisions and appetites well
5 A ' . ppetites well restored, both Sahibs and Sh
i and ¥ }?s ever. The w?athel on these days held in the morning but, more oft herp::ls b‘ecame .
;; H;wt e afternoons with snow flurries or blizzards following g ; b et
y May 30 all the camps up to No. 8 were i ied. :
1 4 ; again re-occupied. H v i
I : I owever, strong wind
o th}: Sk}ireiroxln Iez;vmg Camp 8 on its final assault until the morning of May 31 xvienlths sz‘(;emid';he
St cleared completely. Kiichiro Kato, Jiro Yamada and Shojiro Ishizaka compri d] hSu ik
pLe pPortgd by six young and strong Sherpas, led by Hideo Yamazaki il
aving Camp 8 at 9.30 a.m. the part i i :
) 1 : : . y made good time owing to more favorabl iti
z::i;dethilrd.prewous_blvouac site much earlier than on first climci). Here the slo Ee:nzz\; Con}?ltmn& b
rage gra ient of 50 degrees. Rock slabs were often felt under the 30-cm. d 1 o aTP{Y i
perilous for the heavily laden Sherpas. A T BioE B
No sooner had they reached a poi l
) point only 15 meters below th :
- 4 e edge of the plateau and r
i ot'V ::111; f:riﬁ;a:[evlvyhex;l Ang Teglber slipped down the steep face arI:d disappearedoplffs:lo‘:fverz
” , however, Ghundi who was dragged
s . : : : gged down by Ang Tembe i
L K Sg'o(llimly anchoring himself with his crampons on this rock. Ghundigis said tI;J s;:tii hlm's'd(;
By S i)m T;;e:;s t(?n Everest, and he more than lived up to his reputation on this occasion & bes
i Jm. ntire party stood east of the rock to i
o r : wer at the extreme western
Ep;: t;;:;kpgl.;;ei;d by pitons was pitched at the measured altitude of 7,500 miczgfs o o
i fe e unwelcome task of leading th : :
e g the support party of Sherpas back d recipi-
s waspSuﬁ:;lilsgS?rerpasd.seemed frustrated and unhappy, and to add to Yamaziki’s predi?::mnegzc 1_1:15;1.?1
om dizzy spells. Kato and Yamada saw th i st
o ; saw them off on the first leg of the d i
= Painﬂﬂfv sl]'gae, enabling each Sherpa to descend the icy slope step by step. Appfoximatel eQSf)gnt o
ol e e thlzn"ogress had I.Jeen made when Hlakpa and Ang Norbu lost their footing dray in ';etfrs
B i toeks inel:;.e :?Tazfak{ fortu’;;tely had enough strength left to anchor the two’Sheﬁngas'gfal?nga;
ick of time. e part y i 3 ivi
s bt party finally made it back to Camp 8, arriving in a state of com-
As usual, later i i
s Snowa ;Erﬁe;he;ayé the skyhbecame overcasa with cumulo-cirrus clouds accompanied by westerly
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perfect safety. We directed our course towards the northwest, through the British Residency, th»
most beautiful and clean quarter in Katmandu, and through Nagar-yon, a hill famous for a cave where
Nagarjuna, a great Bodhi-Sattva, used to medidate. We arrived at a vi[lag% called Jittle-Pedee in the
=vening, and passed the night under the eaves of a shopkeeper’s house.

The present Ruler of Nepal is a Hindu, and keeps the caste system as rigidly as it is kept in
India, where the people belonging to that religion do not allow a foreigner to enter their rooms, or
to eat with them. Therefore we were obliged to pass the night outside a house, or under a rock, or
in the forests. Here I must not omit some interesting things about my travels among the Himalaya
mountains from Katmandu to the lake Manasarovara through Nepal. The country being extra-ter-
ritorial, I believe no bold European or American had trodden this precipitous path before me; hence I
would like to mention everything connected therewith, but as my object is Tibet, [ cannot spend much
space on the inner Himalayas of Nepal. I shall only mention briefly what will be considered interest-
ing by my readers in general.

On the third day of our departure from Katmandu, we travelled for more than forty miles,
and arrived at a small trading town called Chung, situated on the west band of the Kirong river
(Tirsuli Gandaki). Just north of town, on the bank of that river there is a pretty forest in which we
slept well through night, in a lonely spot, lulled by the rolling sounds of the mountain river’s grand
music. Early on the following morning we started on the northwestern path leading Pokhara, although
there is a short we only five day’s journey from the place to Kirong in Tibet; but there the officers of
the frontier guard the passes against all strangers. In three days' journey after this we made about
forty miles, passed the villages Bareng-Bareng and Sareng, and, crossing the river Agu, we arrived at
a famous town, Algata. 1 have not met with any maps which mention this name. The town is siuated
on the west bank of the natives called Buri-Ganga (Buria Gandaki); this river is crossed by an iron
hanging bridge. The town itself is important on account of its trade with Tibet; [ saw more than
fifty people from Tibet and Nishang—a northern frontier province of Nepal.

This road is not particularly difficult, but the stifling heat in the Himalayan lowlands is something
anyone would flinch. Taking a hint from herds of buffalos cooling themselves in streams, on finding
suitable spots some of us would very often strip and take to the water, holding umbrellas for shade against
the burning sun and enjoying some relief. We called this “buffalo-ing™,

We were dismayed by the many passes we had to cross, but the porters, unconcerned, plod on merrily
chanting tunes. Here and there on the trail we lowered our packs at resting places called “chautara”
among clumps of huge banyan trees whose roots entwined a parapet of rocks.

Despite the perilous path along the precipitous walls of the Buri Gandaki gorge, not one man of the
big caravan tumbled down into the river. As the nights grew colder with our ascent up the valley, the
porters passed the nights huddled about fires. While we had expected some of them to desert us because
of the intensifying coldness, only about one percent of the 270 dropped out. Replacements were hired at
nearby villages through the efforts of Dilli Bahadur Verma, liaison man and interpreter, and Sherpas.

Fortunately no one became seriously ill or injured on the trek to Sama. Dr. Tatsunuma rigidly for-
bade us to drink unboiled water and advised everyone indiscriminately on maintenance of health. He also
treated sick inhabitants of vi]fages on the way.

Faithfully following myv instructions, Takagi of the advance party left detailed daily reports of his
group’s activities at each camping site. These reports always contained amusing incidents. One of them
called the two Katos of his party champion fishermen. They usually caught two pounds of fish in the river
and enjoyed tasty suppers. Takagi also informed me of finding a growth of edible *“warabi” (bracken),
which we welcomed since we were short of fresh vegetables. Since we parted company with the scientific
team on the second day at Panchi Mana Pass we had to depend largely on the botanical knowledge of Take-
bushi, reared in the mountainous Nagano area, to select edible plants.

On the evening of March 31 we pitched camp on on a beautiful grassy knoll, reminding me of greens
often encountered on short golf courses, near the banks of the Ankhu Khola. Here we cclebrated my 53rd
birthday with some bottles of Scotch whisky given us by General Kaiser and songs and dances by Sherpas
around a campfire in the shadows of Ganesh Himal. Having heard from Sherpas that Tilman also camped
here, we called it “Tilman Hill”.

~ Economizing on our high camp rations, we relied as much as possible on local foodstuffs, like eggs
and chicken. Chicken may be regarded delicacy, but when had it every day regardless of Pansy, the cook’s,
culinary skill we soon tired of it. Although Nepalese rice is rather poor in quality, we Japanese who prefer



The bustle of preparation work and frequent visitors made my hopes of retrieving my lost sleeping

hours seem impossible. One of my obligations was to pay a courtesy

call on high government officials. H.

R.H. King Tribhubana Bir Bikram and high government authorities, all received me cordially and graci-

ously offered their kind cooperation .to our expedition for which I express

The King’s warm words extended to our expe
vase set on a table in the Royal Palace left indelible impressions on us.
ing General Kaiser borne out on an arm chair by
encouragement. Also unforgettable was the thrilling
Chief, at his cocktail party, of his several wee

Together with provisions, cheap cigareettes, matches,
porters, approximately eight tons of supplies and equipment were ap

ed my sincere gratitude.

dition and the Japanese double cherry blossoms in a
We were also moved by the ail-
four attendants at his mansion to greet us and give us
account of General Kiran Shumsher, Commander-in-
k’s expedition with 75 elephants in which 17 tigers were killed.
hurricane lanterns, wash bowls, etc. for the
portioned among about 270 porters—

an average of G5-pound load for each. All preparations for the caravan of about 300 people, including the
Sahibs and Sherpas, to make the three-week journey were finally completed.
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The 1952 Manaslu Reconnaissance Expedition
By Dr. Kinji Imanishi
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The 1953 Manaslu Climbing Expedition.

By Yukio Mita

Hardly had the reconnaissance party returned to Tokyo in late December, 1952, were preparations for
the challenge on Manaslu rushed. i

A room in Dr. Hirokichi Tatsunuma's hospital in downtown Tokyo, used by the reconnaissance ex-
pedition. continued to serve as the Japanese Himalaya Expedition headquarters. By January, 1953 the Com-
mittee nearly completed selecting the expedition membership and assembling most of the food supplies and
equipment. Until the day of departure the room was a scene of busy activity from morning to night with
expedition members and others going in and out.

About this time the Himalayan Committee recommended me to be leader of the 1953 expedition. The
task seemed a little too great for me whose experiences consisted of scaling Mt. Alberta of the Canadian
Rockies nearly 20 years ago and making climbing tours in the Sikkim Himalayas and the Kulu region.
Moreover, I considered my age and physical capacities. I believe I was selected for my several years’ experi-
ence in India and knowledge of the local language and way of handling the hill people. In accepting the
responsibilities I was encouraged by the quality of the expedition membership, which included such top-
flight experienced Japanese climbers as Masataka Takagi, Jiro Taguchi, Sakuta Takebushi and Sasuke
Nakao.

Following the advance contingent of four men, headed by Taguchi, our main party took off from Tokyo
International Airport on March 18. Although I do not believe so much in Western superstitions, T was
much relieved when our original scheduled departure on Friday, the 13th, was delayed.

We arrived in Calcutta late in the evening of March 19 and checked in at the Hotel Spences. With-
out a day’s rest, early the next morning the party members began scurrying about in preparations work.
Most of the air-borne baggage was already sent by the advance party by plane to Katmandu. Word came
that the 15 contracted Sherpas from Darjeeling had arrived in the Nepalese capital.

We were kept busily occupied during the few days spent in Calcutta. T had to sweat through a 10-
minute talk in English I was obliged to broadcast over the All India Radio. The some 40 rupees received
as a token of gratitude was, to my amusement, the only income gotten abroad during the entire expedition.

It was a great pleasure to meet Mr. Crawford and Mr. Auden of the Himalayan Club and Dr. Mull
of the Meteorogical Survey Center at a cocktail party given in our honor by Japanese Consul-General Ka:
suya. We were most grateful to Dr. Mull for his kindness in promising to send special weather bulletins
over the All India Radio for our expedition.

On winding up all preparations in Calcutta, Takagi, Muraki and I—the last contingent—left Dum
Dum Airport abroad a twin-engined Himalayan Airways plane on March 22. To our disappointment, the
high clouds prevented us from having our first sight of the snow-capped Himalayas. After an otherwise
pleasant flight, our plane set down at the Katmandu airport.

As 1 disembarked with a hickory-shafted, tarnished mashie in place of a walking stick on my arm, 1
was immediately hemmed in by members of the advance party and Sherpas. I was first introduced to
Loke Darshan, the Crown Prince’s private secretary, a short, but handsome youth, who rendered much
valuable assistance to the Japanese expedition the previous year. Fortunately, by chance, we were able to
meet and talk at length there with former Nepalese Foreign Minister M. P. Koirala who was about to fly
to India.

We were driven by car to the residence of a Mr. Shah in the heart of Katmandu. We were lodged
in a special room on the second floor. On the lawn where our tents were pitched, the Sahibs (expedition
members) and Sherpas were in the midst of work sorting out the mountains of supplies and equipment.



A Brief History Of The Japanese Alpine Club

By Iwao Naruse

The Japanese Alpine Club was organized in 1905. Its membership numbers approximately 1,500, and
is the representative mountaineering club in apan. The club, consisting of 11 local sections, is headed by
its president, Yuko Maki.

The club room built by donations of the members is located in the compound of the Kishi Memo-
rial Athletic Center at Kanda, Tokyo where many of the members gather and enjoy club life every Satur-
day afterncon. Its publications are the annual journal “Sangaku” and the monthly bulletin “Kaiho”.

The club has sponsored so far expeditions to Nanda Kot (Garhwar Himalaya), 1936; Aconcagua
(Andes), 1952; Manaslu (Nepal Himalaya), 1952 and 1953; and Annapurna (Nepal Himalaya), 1953; and was
responsible for the expeditions to Mt. Alberta (Canadian Rockies), 1952, and for the two recent attempts
to Manaslu, 1952 and 1953. Among the above the Alberta, Nanda Kot and Aconcaguna expeditions suc
ceeded in their conquest attempts.

This year’s Manaslu expedition is now en route and the final assault will start in the middle of
May.

Besides participating in the above big expeditions, many of the club members have had experiences
in mountain climbing in the Alps and elsewhere.

The club is attempting to make constant contact with mountaineering organizations of other countries
by means of exchanging magazines or bulletins.
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